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Angelica Anderson, MS, RDN, LD

Angelica Anderson is a clinical registered dietitian at St. Marys Hospital, Mayo Clinic Rochester. She primarily serves adult and geriatric populations on cardiac surgical PCU and ICU units where she provides inpatient nutrition services. Angelica also serves on a number of leadership committees including the Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes, Metabolism, and Nutrition Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Workgroup where she assists in designing and implementing DEI initiatives for staff. Finally, as MAND’s Public Policy Coordinator, Angelica is passionate about RDN, DTR, and student involvement in public policy and she uses her expertise to provide policy and advocacy education that empowers individuals to share their input with lawmakers.
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Melinda Boyd, DCN, MPH, MHR, RD, FAND

Dr. Melinda Boyd has had a unique career path that she credits to her time as a military spouse. Living abroad for 9 years, she developed skills in cross cultural communication and counseling individuals from diverse backgrounds. 

Her educational background includes undergraduate degrees in biology and nutrition. She completed her dietetic internship with Sodexo. She is a registered dietitian in both the US and UK. She holds graduate degrees from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (Master of Public Health) and the University of Oklahoma (Master of Human Relations).  She has also completed a doctorate of clinical nutrition (DCN) from Rutgers University. She completed her advanced level training for the program in the areas of gastrointestinal disorders and women’s health, with an emphasis on PCOS. She has over a decade of experience with online teaching, including both the undergraduate and graduate levels. She is currently part-time faculty at Cedar Crest College where she teaches graduate courses and within the dietetic internship.

Dr. Boyd has worked as a dietitian in a variety of areas, covering adult and pediatric nutrition. Her specialty practice areas include weight management, diabetes, vegetarian nutrition, and women’s health. Additional areas of research include the research interest and involvement of registered dietitians. She is an active member in her local affiliate, the International Affiliate of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (IAAND), having served in the past in the roles of secretary, president, and country representatives chair. In that last role she oversaw a program with 45 local leaders within the affiliate from around the world. She is just finishing her 2-year term on the Academy’s IDEA Committee. Dr. Boyd is an internationally recognized expert speaking at conferences around the world on weight management, healthy lifestyles, and culturally appropriate care.
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Nate Cannon, BA, MFA, CDP

Nate Cannon, BA, MFA, CDP is a nationally recognized speaker, consultant, and author. He trains and educates consumers and professionals through his experiences as a transgender man in recovery from chemical dependency, living with both mental illness and an unseen physical disability. He has over ten years of experience working with dementia, law, mental health, crisis intervention, and substance use disorders. To learn more about his work, visit: natecannon.org.
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Nina Current, MS, RD, LD

Nina started her career as a registered dietitian in August 2014. She has a BA in Mathematics from Carleton College in Northfield, MN and a MS in Nutrition and Health Promotion from Simmons University in Boston, MA. She discovered her passion for clinical nutrition during her internship at the National Institutes of Health, and has worked in the hospital setting since 2014. She joined the Abbott Northwestern RD team in June 2016, and currently covers the inpatient Mental Health, Neuro Critical Care, and Neuro Med/Surg units. She likes to refer to herself as the “brain dietitian.” Her professional interests include nutrition for brain and mood health, integrative medicine and nutrition, critical care nutrition, and combatting stigma surrounding mental health and neurological disease in and out of the healthcare setting. When not working, Nina enjoys cooking, knitting, cuddling with her 2 cats, and spending time with her pet tortoise, Titus.
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Anna Gustafson, RDN

Anna Gustafson is a registered dietitian as well as a food scientist. She is the Nutrition & Content Specialist at PURIS, the largest pea protein supplier in the US, which was also named the Most Innovative Food Company of 2021 by Fast Company. Since joining PURIS two years ago during my dietetic internship, Anna’s breadth of knowledge in food science and the food industry has rapidly expanded. As the first dietitian PURIS has hired, she brings a unique perspective to product development, marketing strategies, and sales support for the company. She has also been able to demonstrate the unique skill set dietitians possess and show the value it can bring to a company and its customers.

Anna’s goal as a dietitian is to make delicious, nutrient-dense, sustainable food for the health of our population and planet. She also aims to help other dietitians see their potential in choosing a non-traditional route with their dietetics career and how they can further grow and learn through it.
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Peggy Anne Hawkins, DVM

Peggy Anne Hawkins is a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and swine veterinarian/director of research for Veterinary Provisions, Inc., a distributor of animal health products in Northfield, Minn. She joined the company in 2007 and  also works as a microbiologist for Aurora Pharmaceutical, LLC, a manufacturing plant in Northfield. 
 
Peggy Anne has also held management positions with Minitube of America in Verona, Wis., Monsanto Choice Genetics in St. Louis, Mo., and Pfizer Animal Health in New York City. Her career has taken her all over the world talking about respiratory diseases in swine.  
 
Between earning her undergraduate and veterinary degrees, she served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Lesotho, Africa teaching junior high students. It was her experience as a volunteer working in a developing country that influenced her decision to specialize in livestock and specifically pork production.   
 
[bookmark: _Hlk94603790]Peggy Anne is a member of the American Veterinary Medical Association, the American Association of Swine Veterinarians, and Iowa Veterinary Medical Association.  She is a three-time graduate of Iowa State University. Peggy Anne is a sponsored speaker of the National Pork Board.
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Suzi Hinck, MS, RDN, LD

Suzi Hinck, MS, RDN, LD completed her education and training at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. Her first role as a dietitian was in corporate wellness. While working for the same organization, she created and directed a distance dietetic internship for three years. Upon making a professional transition, she is now an entrepreneur with a virtual practice, The Parenting Dietitian, where she partners with parents helping them stress less about feeding their kids and enjoy pleasant mealtimes.
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Julie Miller Jones, PhD, CNS, CFS, FIFT, FAACCI, FICC

Julie Jones, a Certified Nutrition Scientist and Certified Food Scientist, is a distinguished scholar and professor emerita from St. Catherine University (SCU) in St. Paul, MN. She was a Licensed Nutritionist through 2020. She received her BS from Iowa State University (ISU) and her PhD from the University of Minnesota.  She taught at SCU for over 40 years and was also an adjunct at the University of Minnesota.  She was twice named as St. Catherine’s outstanding professor and was awarded the Myser Award by the alumnae as a “professor who made a difference in people’s lives.”  She also received the Alumni Impact Award from the Department of Food Science and Nutrition at ISU at her 50th Homecoming.

She has written several books and many papers and is a frequent speaker on carbohydrates, grains and whole grains, diets and food safety for many professional conferences and consumer organizations, locally, nationally and internationally. Most recently she has been doing webinars on COVID and nutrients, the fallacy of damning all processed foods and carbohydrate foods.  She was active in many professional organizations and was president of American Association of Cereal Chemists International (AACCI). She has received numerous awards and is a fellow of the Institute of Food Technology, AACCI and International Cereal Chemists. Julie is affiliated with the Carbohydrate Quality Symposium and Grupo Bimbo.
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Renee Korczak, Ph.D., RDN, CSSD, LD

Dr. Korczak is a remote Teaching Assistant Professor (part-time) in the Department of Food Science and Nutrition at the University of Minnesota and owner of Premier Nutrition, LLC.  Dr. Korczak previously served as the lead sports dietitian for the Minnesota United and has over ten years of experience as a teacher, researcher, and private practice dietitian. Dr. Korczak is actively engaged in sports nutrition research and works in a consultant capacity for the Minnesota Pork Board.  She also served as the former Communications Director for the Minnesota Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics in 2018.
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Riley Larson, MS, RDN, LD

Riley Larson, MS, RDN/ LD is currently working as a health coach at MOBE, a Minnesota company that uses motivational interviewing to help participants change their lifestyles and take ownership of their health and wellness. Riley's prior dietetic experience working in eating disorder treatment, food service, maternal and child health, education, professional consulting, and sports nutrition allow her to relate to a wide variety of clients. 

Riley has her Master of Science in Nutrition from the University of Minnesota and her Bachelor of Science in Nutritional Sciences, with a Minor in Psychology from Oklahoma State University. She currently serves as MAND’s Finance Director and is a founding and continuing member of their Diversity, Inclusion, Equity and Belonging Committee.
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Rebecca Leighton, MPH, RD

Rebecca Leighton is a program supervisor at Washington County Public Health and Environment where she works to protect, promote and improve the community’s health through policy, systems, and environmental changes. She manages the Healthy Communities team which supports community-driven solutions to expand opportunities for active living, healthy eating and commercial tobacco-free living through the Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP). Rebecca is also the State Policy Representative for the Minnesota Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics where she advocates for strong food and nutrition policies among the state legislature and empowers RDs and DTRs to engage with their representatives to make their voices heard.
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Mary Purdy, MS, RDN

Mary Purdy, MS, RDN is an Integrative Eco-Dietitian and nutrition educator with a Master's Degree from Bastyr University where she has been adjunct faculty since 2015.   She has been in clinical practice for over 12 years using a personalized medicine and functional nutrition approach. She regularly speaks both locally and online to dietitian groups, internships and at national health conferences on nutrition and sustainability, and was the keynote speaker at Bastyr University’s Commencement Ceremony 2019. Additionally, she is part of the faculty with the Academy of Integrative Health and Medicine and the Integrative Food and Nutrition Academy creating coursework through an environmental and food justice lens. 

She serves on the boards of The Planetary Health Collective, as well as the Dietetic Practice Groups Hunger and Environmental Nutrition and Dietitians in Integrative and Functional Medicine which she chaired in 2018, and which awarded her the 2020 Excellence in Practice Award. Additionally, she hosts the podcasts “The Nutrition Show” and "The Good Clean Nutrition Show" and authored the books “Serving the Broccoli Gods" and "The Microbiome Diet Reset."  She is a trained Climate Reality Leader and a consultant working with organizations to create a sustainable, equitable and resilient food system that supports planetary health and helps to mitigate climate change. Misary discloses that she is a Podcast Host for Orgain, was a paid speaker for The Forager Project in fall 2021 and is a consultant for Big Bold Health. 
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Laura Russell, MA, RDN, LD, CDCES

Laura Russell is an RDN, CDCES and is currently the program coordinator at Endocrinology Clinic of Minneapolis. Laura is from Montana and graduated from Washington State University’s Coordinated Dietetics Program in 2005. She worked in Montana and North Dakota in a variety of settings from research, inpatient care, telemedicine and out-patient clinics before moving to Minneapolis 10 years ago. Her expertise includes pregnancy and technology related to diabetes care. Laura enjoys teaching patients new skills and enjoys empowering them with the tools they need to reach their health goals. Laura has volunteered with Diabetes DPG leadership board for over 8 years in various roles. She represented the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics at a consensus conference on continuous glucose monitoring for American Association of Clinical Endocrinologists in Washington, DC in 2016. She also co-authored an article in On The Cutting Edge (peer-reviewed publication by Diabetes DPG) entitled “Insulin Management and Advancing Practice of the Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN) in Diabetes Care” in 2018. Laura enjoys trying new foods, cooking, gardening, attending sporting events and being outdoors with her husband and three young children.
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Alison St. Germain, MS, RD, LD

Alison St. Germain is the lead dietitian at Iowa State University Student Wellness and owner of St. Germain Consulting: Redefining Health—Nutrition for ALL Bodies, LLC. Prior to this recent career change she was in academia for eight years as an Associate Professor of Clinical Practice in the Dietetic Internship Program at Iowa State University. She is a Certified Intuitive Eating Counselor®, a Health For Every Body® Facilitator and Certified Craving Change™ Facilitator. 

St. Germain was a faculty advisor for dietetic undergraduates and faculty advisor for the ISU organization Body Image Eating Disorder Awareness (BIEDA); she is a member of the Eating Disorder Coalition of Iowa and actively participates in their fundraising and awareness events. St. Germain is active in the Iowa Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and has been on the board and council as the Council on Professional Issues Chair, a Media Spokesperson, chair of the taskforce Establishing Relationships with Healthcare Professionals and currently President. St.Germain is passionate about Health at Every Size®, Body Respect, Size Acceptance, Body Neutrality, and spreading awareness and prevention of eating disorders. 

She has two daughters, which lead to her passion of promoting body respect and neutrality and speaking regularly at professional conferences, the community, middle and high school classes, college undergraduates and postgraduates. Alison has her   Master of Science in Nutrition, and is a Registered and Licensed Dietitian. Contact information:  stgermainnutritionconsulting@gmail.com, 515-291-1541.
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Lori Stevermer, BS

Lori and her husband, Dale, raise pigs and crops near Easton, Minnesota, and they have three adult children. She is an active volunteer with the Minnesota Pork Board for various pork promotion events, and she is passionate about advocating for the pork industry at local, state and national events. She enjoys running and biking, and for Lori, family, farming and friends are what are most important. 
 
Lori is the Marketing Manager for Hubbard Feeds, having spent her time in sales and marketing in animal nutrition for over 30 years. She currently serves on the National Pork Producer’s Council’s Executive Board. Her prior industry experience includes 9 years on the Executive Board of the Minnesota Pork Producers Association, along with various state and national committees. She graduated from the University of Minnesota with a Bachelor of Science in Animal Science. Lori is a sponsored speaker of the National Pork Board.
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Laura Strait, MS, RD, LD

Laura Strait MS, RD, LD is a registered dietitian with ten years of experience in community nutrition, clinical nutrition, and foodservice management.  She has worked closely with the Ryan White HIV/AIDS program within the Twin Cities and Greater MN and worked with PLHIV (People Living with HIV) in both a clinical nutrition and meal provision capacity.  She completed her BS in Nutritional Sciences from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and her dietetic internship and MS in Nutrition and Wellness from Benedictine University. Laura has a strong commitment to providing equitable food access, particularly to members of underserved communities and those living with or at risk of chronic disease.
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Hilmar Wagner, MPH, RDN, LN

Hilmar Wagner is a Registered Dietitian/Nutritionist (RDN), licensed in Minnesota and Washington State. Hilmar joined the Emily Program in 2006, and currently serves as the Dietetic Internship Coordinator and Clinical Outreach Specialist. In these roles he oversees dietetic intern experiences for both Emily Program and Veritas Collective. As Clinical Education Specialist Hilmar has presented on a wide range of eating disorder and related nutrition topics at local, regional, and national conferences. Hilmar received his bachelor’s degree in Nutrition/Dietetics and Master’s in Public Health Nutrition from the University of Minnesota. He has worked in the field of eating disorders for the past 15 years. Hilmar has extensive experience working with clients of all eating disorder diagnoses in both individual and group settings. He has a particular interest in mindfulness and body-centered approaches to eating disorder recovery.
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Meredith Wagner, PhD, RDN, LRD, FAND

Dr. Meredith Wagner is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Nutrition, Dietetics and Exercise Science at Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota. She is also Director of the Combined Dietetic Internship and Master of Science in Nutrition at Concordia. Dr. Wagner is a licensed, registered dietitian nutritionist and is recognized as a Fellow of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. She is certified as an Entrepreneurial Mindset Facilitator through the Entrepreneurial Learning Initiative.  
As a registered dietitian nutritionist and dietetic internship director, Dr. Wagner has been teaching interns about negotiation, including base salary, benefits, and costs associated with professional membership, certification, licensure, and continuing education, for over a decade. She utilizes current, evidence-based information, practical application assignments, and shares resources to ensure interns are successful in their salary negotiations for a position in any area of nutrition and dietetics. Interns routinely comment on how appreciative they are of information about salary negotiation and report how essential the information is while negotiating with their employer in their first, and often, subsequent jobs. In 2021, Dr. Wagner and colleague, Dr. Shontarius Aikens, co-authored the Salary Negotiation Toolkit: A Resource Guide for Nutrition and Dietetics Students, Interns, and Educators. 
Dr. Wagner graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in Food, 
Nutrition and Dietetics from Concordia College, and completed the combined Dietetic Internship and Master of Science in Nutrition at Kent State University. She then worked as a clinical dietitian before moving into foodservice management and consulting work. Dr. Wagner completed her doctorate at North Dakota State University and then taught in the Coordinated Program in Dietetics at the University of North Dakota prior to joining the faculty at Concordia College. 
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